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An Introduction to Water & Climate Change Using Global Youth Artwork 
Gallery Walk with See, Think, Wonder Chart 

  

This lesson is informed by Visual Thinking Strategies and Project Zero at the Harvard Graduate 

School of Education. 

  

OBJECTIVES 

● Students will carefully observe artwork and identify what they see, think, and wonder. 

● Students will be able to discuss their responses with their classmates. 

  

LESSON TIMESPAN 

20-25 minutes—This activity works really well for a warm-up to a class or an introduction to a 

lesson or unit exploring climate change, and particularly how it will be felt through water (i.e., 

sea level rise; drought; extreme weather). It can be an effective activity to use as students enter 

the classroom. This activity is also a great way to assess your students’ prior knowledge and 

interest in climate change. 

  

SUPPLIES 

● 4-10 pieces of artwork from Bow Seat’s online gallery (either printed, projected onto a 

wall, or compiled into a slideshow presentation). Print or download artwork from 

bowseat.org/gallery. See our suggested artwork below. 

● See, Think, Wonder Chart handout for each student. 

  

PREPARATION 

● To explain to students that this artwork was made by teens from all around the world 

just like them, check out our 2021 Ocean Awareness Contest, WATER RISING 

(bowseat.org/contest).  

● Physical Classroom: Set up art around the room. It works best to have some space 

between the artwork on the walls so that students aren’t too crowded. 

● Virtual Classroom: You can use a slideshow or create a virtual gallery through Google 

Drive, Airtable, Padlet, or other online tool. 

 

LESSON HANDOUTS 

See, Think, Wonder Chart – Page 5 

 

SUGGESTED STUDENT ARTWORK 

Causes of Climate Change 

● “More and More” by Sophie Wei 

https://vtshome.org/
https://vtshome.org/
http://pz.harvard.edu/resources/see-think-wonder-at
http://pz.harvard.edu/resources/see-think-wonder-at
https://bowseat.org/gallery/?gallery-type=art&gallery-year=2018
https://bowseat.org/gallery/?gallery-type=art&gallery-year=2018
https://bowseat.org/gallery/?gallery-type=art&gallery-year=2018
http://bowseat.org/contest
https://bowseat.org/gallery/more-and-more/
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● “The Cycle” by Min Jae Kim 

● “Greed Over Need” by Valentin Nguyen 

● “Ocean Kettle” by Erin Zheng 

● “A Cry for Help” by Camryn Lipman 

 

Sea Level Rise 

● “Home” by Katharine Guzman 

● “The Place Where Fish are Free to Roam” by Zeno Park 

● “Meters Deep” by Seung Won Choi 

● “Lost Homes: Climate Refugees in the Near Future” by Natali Kim 

● “Grandma’s House” by Anish Aradhey 

● “Into the Waves and Mangroves” by Isabella Lopez 

● “The Sinking City” by Emily Tan 

 

Droughts & Floods: Too Little & Too Much Water 

● “Changing Climate—Effects on Oceans & Living Things” by Meghna Unnikrishnan 

● “Oblivion” by Yoonjae Song 

● “Flood” by William Kim 

  

GALLERY WALK AND SEE, THINK, WONDER OBSERVATION AND DISCUSSION 

1. Students should explore the (physical or virtual) classroom, observing the artwork, as if 

in a gallery. This is an individual, silent activity. You may want to give students a set time 

to look at each piece of artwork (2-3 minutes, depending upon the number of pieces). 

2. Ask students to either choose one piece of artwork that speaks to them, or to analyze 

the display of artwork as a whole, and fill in the See, Think, Wonder Chart: 

● What do you see/notice? 

● What do you think is going on?  

● What do you wonder? 

3. After students have had time to fill in their chart, put them in small groups for 

conversation. Letting them choose groups based upon the artwork that most spoke to 

them can be an easy way of sorting students; if one artwork is too crowded, you may 

need to ask some students to go to their second choice. 

4. Ask students to discuss each column from their See, Think, Wonder Chart (giving 2-5 

minutes per column). 

5. Ask each group to choose one thing from each column of their See, Think, Wonder Chart 

to share with the full class. (This is an informal assessment of the activity.) 

  

SUGGESTED CULMINATING PROJECT: 2021 OCEAN AWARENESS CONTEST 

Bow Seat’s Ocean Awareness Contest is a call for young artists, conservationists, makers, 

thinkers, and activists who are concerned about the future of our blue planet. Your students are 

invited to join the thousands of youth around the world in our annual program that raises 

https://bowseat.org/gallery/the-cycle/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/greed-over-need/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/ocean-kettle/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/a-cry-for-help/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/home-2/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/the-place-where-fish-are-free-to-roam/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/meters-deep/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/lost-homes-climate-refugees-in-the-near-future/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/grandmas-house/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/into-the-waves-and-the-mangroves/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/the-sinking-city/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/changing-climate-effects-on-oceans-living-things/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/oblivion/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/flood/
http://bowseat.org/contest
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awareness about planetary health, uplifts youth voices for environmental conservation, and 

inspires hope and action through art, creative media, and storytelling. 

 

The 2021 Ocean Awareness Contest theme WATER RISING challenges students to explore and 

understand their connection to water, and to creatively communicate the need to protect this 

vital resource. What are the stories we need to tell about water to sustain and conserve it for 

current and future generations of life on Earth? 

 

WATER RISING Prompts 

Submission(s) must respond to one of the following prompts: 

1. PROMPT 1: Global warming affects the water cycle, fueling extreme weather events, 

such as hurricanes and droughts. Warming seas are also contributing to sea level rise 

around the world. Whether too much or too little, water is the primary way we will feel the 

effects of climate change. How do you feel the effects of climate change where you live? 

How will this change within your lifetime? 

2. PROMPT 2: We are all interconnected through water. What does it mean to be up- or 

downstream from one another? Where does your water come from, and what is the 

journey it takes to get to you? 

3. PROMPT 3: Though water is a basic human right, more than 1 billion people do not have 

access to clean and safe water worldwide. Access to clean water is increasingly 

threatened by pollution, privatization, and climate change, but these threats do not 

impact us all equally. Water contamination and environmental injustice overwhelmingly 

affect Indigenous communities, people of color, and the poor. How is water a lens 

through which we can understand and fight for justice? Consider water as a mirror of our 

society—it reflects back to us who we are. What do you see in the mirror? 

4. PROMPT 4: Clean water is not only necessary to sustain human communities, but all life 

on Earth. There are many movements rising up to protect water and all those who 

depend on it. Who has historically led these movements? Who (and what–for example, 

policies) are our water protectors? 

5. PROMPT 5: Think about the role that water plays in your life, and how that ripples out to 

connections in your community, society, and the world. What memories do you have of 

water? What is your water story? 

  

Students ages 11-18 from around the world are invited to participate. Submissions accepted in: 

Visual Art (any medium), Creative Writing, Film, Performing Arts: Music & Dance, Interactive & 

Multimedia, and Poetry & Spoken Word. Students may earn cash awards of up to $1,500, and 

student work becomes part of a global art collection that is helping to raise awareness and 

inspire protection of our oceans. 

 

Deadline to enter: June 14, 2021 

  

Visit bowseat.org/resources for additional classroom resources, inspiration, and media! 

http://bowseat.org/resources
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COMMON CORE STANDARDS 

  

Standards for English Language Arts 6-12 and Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, 

and Technical Subjects 6-12 

  

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading (CCRA.R/CCRA.RH/RST) 

-Informational Text- 

  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

  

CCRA.R.7/ CCRA.SL.2: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, 

including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  

  
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (CCRA.SL) 

  

Comprehension and Collaboration 

  

CCRA.SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with 

diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

  

CCRA.SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

  

CCRA.SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line 

of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
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See, Think, Wonder Chart 

What do you see/notice? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think is going on? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you wonder? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


