Oscar the Turtle Learns about
Pollution and Climate Change

By Nina Bartolotta
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' G Oscar the turtle was happily
swimming with his h'ie'}dso :
dag‘ “@or 3




"5,;31] of the sudden, a big wave swept
away some of Oscar's friends!
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Oscar felt so lonely. He just wanted a
oo friend to swim with. Very determined
| to make a new friend, Oscar went into

the deep blue to find one!




The first thing Oscar found was a plastic

~ soda bottle. Being so young and not

~ knowing much, Oscar asked the bottle, "Will
‘you be my friend? We can swim in the clear
blue sea forever and ever!”



Unfortunately for Oscar, the bottle never

- responded. Well, Oscar thought, maybe he's
~ just very tired. With that, he tied his new

friend to one of his flippers and carried

l ng to find another friend.
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As he was passing a
seaweed pile, Oscar saw

what he thought was the
best find ever! In the




Dscar was confused and fascinated by the latter. It wasn't quite a fork, butn
lite a spoon. It was the strangest thing Oscar had ever seen and he loved it!




N A\ _ Jhis was nol an easy Jeal, considering {he

fact that it was difficult to swim with I ——
| c“t? your limbs. But Oscar did not_»

ycarezAs soon as he got home, he went




\\L" e continued with this conversati?n fora "
I while,before his mom found him. * Oscar! *, \
~ “i oudly.” What exactly are you....
uF




\)\0 ar esPone iom, meel my new
lend. ! The ntsagverg much.....or move
guess | can't even say
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\)\”” I » "Don't crry Oscar dear, it's not because theg |
lon't like you! They're just some plastlc \ ! e
lwu see? They can' respond, the
s of garbage!” his mother co

 ——



Hey!” Oscar cried. ‘That isn't very nice Mother, to call
hem garbage.” Oscar's mother just laughed. “Oscar,
hey were thrown in the ocean by these fish like

creatures with no fins and four dangling limbs that

call themselves humans. Your “friends” were never




- These factories produce waste for miles and it doesn'
L help that plastic never goes away. It stays on earth for
years and makes our ocean home, dlrtg That's why
those “friends” you made, are unfriendly to us. The
plastic itself can also lead to globz ing due to the,,
chemicals (greenhouse gas emlssmns) thatare -
produced as it breaks down. /.'
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\\J’ 0 you see Oscar, We need to get rid of your : {’f e
'not solfriendly friends and find another /01
 for them,” ¢ mom finished witha : ——




Oscar and his mom gathered up some real friends, and picked up a
bunch of garbage in the sea. Then they put it all together, so the
mermaids could take it to shore. This would help keep their home just a
little bit cleaner.




So the real question is, how can you help?

1. Use reusable shopping bags
2. Use reusable water bottles
3. Recycle correctly

4. Take part in beach or water clean ups.
3

. Spread word about how plastic affect the ocean and its inhabitants.




fact sheet

The two largest found items in the ocean are cigarettes (2,117,931) and food wrappers / containers
(1140,222).

Plastic waste kills around 100 million marine animals each year.

1in 3 marine animals is found with garbage wrapped around it.

100% of turtles recently studied contain plastic waste inside of them.

Most marine animals cannot tell the difference between garbage and their food source.

“Marine plastic pollution breaks down into microplastics and contributes to climate change both
through direct GHG emissions and indirectly by negatively affecting ocean organisms. -blogs.worldbank

Sources


https://www.fairplanet.org/
https://www.oceanicsociety.org/resources/7-ways-to-reduce-ocean-plastic-pollution-today/
https://www.condorferries.co.uk/marine-ocean-pollution-statistics-facts#:~:text=An%20estimated%208%20Million%20tons,15%25%20lands%20on%20our%20beaches

