Bow Seat

2027 Contest Resources

Nature of Truth: Environmentalism in an Age of Disinformation

Introduction

Welcome to the Resource Studio for the 2027 Ocean Awareness Contest: Nature of Truth:
Environmentalism in an Age of Disinformation! Explore examples and examples of climate
misinformation below! Even if something you're interested in isn't shown here in the Resource
Studio, you're still welcome to create it in your Contest submission! If you're inspired by something
else, go for it!

How false news can spread - Noah Tavlin

{[ e SPREADS
\__r'g_'; &c /—’/f.{"f P f,ﬁ’,..---—" V/ u;; G \fﬁ

s D) dﬁ'jCTSB 2
Pt e

NATH

We challenge you to dive into this year’'s theme by exploring the nature of truth in
environmentalism. This includes how disinformation shapes, distorts, and delays the way our
world understands and addresses environmental issues. We hope that the examples below
serve as jumping-off points, guiding you toward further exploration! Be sure to check out our
past winners and explore our broader Resource Studio for ideas and guidance.



https://bowseat.org/gallery/
https://bowseat.org/resources/
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Example 1: Astroturfing

Companies pay people to create fake “grassroots movements” that appear to
be real, but are secretly funded by the industry. Oil companies have done this to
make it seem like the public opposes clean energy. when really the campaign
was run by an oil industry lobby group.

s Astroturf and manipulation of media messages | Sharyl Attkisson | TEDxUniversit
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Example 2: Al/Deepfakes

Al tools make it easy to generate fake information, audio, photos, and videos. In
2023, the Texas Public Policy Foundation used Al to generate animage of a
whale washed up on shore in front of wind turbines. This was aimed at
convincing people that wind farms are killing whales (Gizmodo)



https://gizmodo.com/climate-denier-newsletter-ai-image-dead-whale-wind-farm-1850234135
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Example 3: Cherry-Picking

This involves only selecting information that supports one’s argument and
ignoring the rest. According to the graph below, since 2011 was slightly cooler
than 2009 and 2010, cherry-picked data could be used to claim that climate
change stopped in 2011 (Forbes).

Global Temperature Anomalies from 20th Century
Average 2007 to 2011 (degrees C)
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Example 4: Climate Doomism

The belief that climate change is already too catastrophic to fix, which
discourages people from taking action. For example, some people on online
platforms like Reddit argue that humanity has already passed a permanent

point of no return and climate action is hopeless. This is scientifically incorrect,.
as action can still be taken.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycuEwNx4dxQ&t=37s
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergleick/2012/02/05/global-warming-has-stopped-how-to-fool-people-using-cherry-picked-climate-data/
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Example 5: Confirmation Bias/Echo Chambers

This is when people mainly see information that matches their preexisting
beliefs, which makes their views harder to challenge or change. It occurs
through social media algorithms. This could be a social media user whose
Instagram feed only shows posts that align with their personal political views.
As aresult, the user ignores facts from other viewpoints and believes that
everyone agrees with them.

¢ Challenge The Echo Chamber | Adam Greenwood | TEDxRoyalTunbridgeWells
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Example 6: Doctored Data Visuals

Charts or graphs manipulated to make a trend look different than it actually is.
This is typically done through scale, cropping, or axis changes. An example of a
doctored data visual would be a truncated y-axis, where a bar graph starts at a
number other than zero to make a tiny change look disproportionately large.

More Examples

Examples of Doctored

Data Visuals



https://www.gooddata.ai/blog/bad-data-visualization-examples-that-you-can-learn-from/
https://www.gooddata.ai/blog/bad-data-visualization-examples-that-you-can-learn-from/
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Example 7: False Experts

When someone acts as if they have authority or credibility to provide
information on a topic when they have none. Dr. Gillian McKeith is an example of
a false expert who uses unaccredited titles to give advice about nutrition.

Identifying False Experts

Are You Dedaling With A Redl

Expert Or A Fake? 7 Ways To Tell
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Example 8: Greenhushing

When companies do not disclose the progress they’'ve made to the public to
avoid backlash. An example of greenhushing would be if a company switches to
sustainable materials and reduces its carbon emissions but does not disclose
this publicly due to fear of greenwashing accusations.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKyFL389qe8
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kathycaprino/2014/05/19/are-you-dealing-with-a-real-expert-or-a-fake-7-ways-to-tell/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kathycaprino/2014/05/19/are-you-dealing-with-a-real-expert-or-a-fake-7-ways-to-tell/
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Example 9: Greenshifting

When companies shift the blame for environmental destruction from the
company to individual consumers. An example of greenshifting would be a
bottled water company that urges its customers to recycle their water bottles
as the company continues to produce single-use plastics.
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Example 10: Greenwashing

When companies promote and sell their products as environmentally friendly
when they are not. In 2015, Volkswagen practiced greenwashing by installing
secret software in diesel cars to cheat pollution tests, which released up to 40
times more illegal emissions (EPA.gov).

W Greenwashing: When Companies Aren't as Sustainable as They Claim | WSJ
A OEN VERESNIING, CAFLAINCUY

More Information About

Greenwashing | How to
Identify Greenwashing |
Examples of
Greenwashing
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Example 11: Misattributed Media

When content is shared to the public, but is paired with the wrong context,
including the wrong location or time period. An example of this would be old
videos that are re-shared to create public outrage.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NsBcVrPQok&t=81s
https://www.epa.gov/vw/learn-about-volkswagen-violations
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/science/climate-issues/greenwashing
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/science/climate-issues/greenwashing
https://www.colorado.edu/ecenter/2023/09/27/how-identify-greenwashing-and-make-sustainable-buying-decisions
https://www.colorado.edu/ecenter/2023/09/27/how-identify-greenwashing-and-make-sustainable-buying-decisions
https://thesustainableagency.com/blog/greenwashing-examples/
https://thesustainableagency.com/blog/greenwashing-examples/
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Solutions

Identifying Environmental Disinformation: Before responding to climate
disinformation, you have to learn how to identify it. Below are some steps you
can follow to address some aspects of climate disinformation.

Identifying Artificial Intelligence-produced misinformation:
Does the information generated align with reputable
sources online (Google Scholar, peer-reviewed articles,
etc.)?

Identifying Cherry Picking: Is information shown that
supports only one viewpoint?

Identifying Doctored Visuals: Does the chart or photo look
manipulated or oddly cropped?

Identifying False Experts: Who made this? What is their
motivation? This can be used to bypass the False Experts
tactic from Section 3.

Identifying Greenwashing: Is a company pretending to sell
environmentally friendly products? | How to Identify
Greenwashing

Learn How Other People are Fighting Environmental Disinformation and
how You Can Too

Recommendations from

Recommendations from

Scientists § Researchers

» “This study aims at identifying the right

approach to tackle the disinformation
problem online” | The role of artificial

intelligence in disinformation

Organizations

e Environmental Defense Fund: How to fight
climate change misinformation

e European Commission: Climate
disinformation

e Annenberg School for Communication at e United Nations Development Program:

the University of Pennsylvania: Instead of

What are climate misinformation and

Refuting Misinformation Head-On, Try

"Bypassing” It

HOW TO SP T FAKE NEWS
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(Cornell University Library)

disinformation and how can we tackle
them?

e American Psychological Association: 8
recommendations for countering
misinformation

What You Can Do

Pause before sharing. Ask who made this and what their intended purpose is.

Ask questions.

Fill in gaps, rather than just stating something is entirely inaccurate.

Check the source AND the claim.

When using Al, ask for links to articles/research that verify its claims.

Look for information from multiple sources. Keep track of research to cross-check claims.
Talk about it with family and friends.


https://www.colorado.edu/ecenter/2023/09/27/how-identify-greenwashing-and-make-sustainable-buying-decisions
https://www.colorado.edu/ecenter/2023/09/27/how-identify-greenwashing-and-make-sustainable-buying-decisions
https://www.edf.org/how-we-can-fight-climate-change-misinformation
https://www.edf.org/how-we-can-fight-climate-change-misinformation
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-disinformation_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-disinformation_en
https://climatepromise.undp.org/news-and-stories/what-are-climate-misinformation-and-disinformation-and-how-can-we-tackle-them
https://climatepromise.undp.org/news-and-stories/what-are-climate-misinformation-and-disinformation-and-how-can-we-tackle-them
https://climatepromise.undp.org/news-and-stories/what-are-climate-misinformation-and-disinformation-and-how-can-we-tackle-them
https://www.apa.org/topics/journalism-facts/misinformation-recommendations
https://www.apa.org/topics/journalism-facts/misinformation-recommendations
https://www.apa.org/topics/journalism-facts/misinformation-recommendations
https://doi.org/10.1017/dap.2021.20
https://doi.org/10.1017/dap.2021.20
https://www.asc.upenn.edu/news-events/news/instead-refuting-misinformation-head-try-bypassing-it
https://www.asc.upenn.edu/news-events/news/instead-refuting-misinformation-head-try-bypassing-it
https://www.asc.upenn.edu/news-events/news/instead-refuting-misinformation-head-try-bypassing-it
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/evaluate_news/infographic
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/evaluate_news/infographic
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Online Tools

Here is a collection of useful web resources, from art tutorials to reference
databases. Explore various tools for inspiration, guidance, and new
perspectives!

Tutorials

e Rating The Best Free Drawing Apps for
Beginners

e Medium Matters: A Journey Through
the World of Artistic

e 6 Warm-Up Drawing Exercises That
Improve Line Quality

e Learn to see: Basic drawing and warm
up exercises

MEDA ° °
—_— >(, Inspiration
Arctic bearing brunt

of climate changes
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e e P e Color Palette Generator
T ' e Animals A to Z | Monterey Bay Aquarium
e https://www.behindthename.com/names/
themes
e Film Grab
e Mimi's Drawingldea Generator
e Web Gallery of Art
e Search artworks | National Gallery of Art
o WikiArt.org - Visual Art Encyclopedia
e The Met Collection
e Google Arts & Culture
o Artist database

dult climate decisions
wpact on kids’ futures



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imlsPOof69k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imlsPOof69k
https://www.rmcad.edu/blog/medium-matters-a-journey-through-the-world-of-artistic-expression/
https://www.rmcad.edu/blog/medium-matters-a-journey-through-the-world-of-artistic-expression/
https://www.rmcad.edu/blog/medium-matters-a-journey-through-the-world-of-artistic-expression/
https://practicedrawingthis.com/cgi-bin/carousel.cgi?section=online-tools&episode=dexterity-warm-ups
https://practicedrawingthis.com/cgi-bin/carousel.cgi?section=online-tools&episode=dexterity-warm-ups
https://polycount.com/discussion/200681/learn-to-see-basic-drawing-and-warm-up-exercises
https://polycount.com/discussion/200681/learn-to-see-basic-drawing-and-warm-up-exercises
https://www.colourpalettegenerator.com/
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/animals-a-to-z?filterBy=
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/animals-a-to-z?filterBy=
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/animals-a-to-z?filterBy=
https://film-grab.com/
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/animals-a-to-z?filterBy=
https://www.mimimooillustration.com/mimispromptgenerator
https://www.wga.hu/
https://www.nga.gov/artwork-search
https://www.wikiart.org/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://www.artistdatabase.org/
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Examples: Fine Art
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Examples: Other Categories

Film: What They Should Have Told Us by Eliza Goodwin

Creative Writing: Convincing People Climate Change is Not Real: A How-To
Guide by Elena Davis | The Myth of Climate Change by Megha Unny



https://bowseat.org/gallery/what-they-should-have-told-us/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/convincing-people-climate-change-is-not-real-a-how-to-guide/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/convincing-people-climate-change-is-not-real-a-how-to-guide/
https://bowseat.org/gallery/the-myth-of-climate-change/
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